
Advanced Placement (AP) English Language and Composition 
Summer Assignment--2020 
Parrish Community High School 
Instructor: Lisa Fehling, M.Ed.  fehlingl@manatesschools.net 
 

First things first: welcome to AP English Language and Composition! This college-level course 
focuses on the analysis of non-fiction writing and the tools that master craftsmen use to create 
compelling arguments.  Through deep rhetorical exploration and reflection of well-respected 
literary non-fiction (mostly), you will become, yourself, a more powerful writer. 

Essential to becoming a skillful writer is observing “the moves” of the professionals.  How do 
they do what they do?  Are famous authors convincing by accident, or is there a recognizable 
method or technique that anyone can learn? Hopefully, this class will answer that burning 
question; in the meantime, one thing is for sure: great writers are also great readers.  Thus, 
because being well-read is so critically important to a college-level class, I have designed a 
summer assignment to warm you up (pun intended!) so that we can begin to help each other 
build a working reservoir of impactful non-fiction. 

Each of you will choose one work from the list below to read over the summer.  You will then 
create a poster display that reflects your understanding of the book and its arguments. We will 
spend the first couple of days sharing our chosen books with each other, so that by the end of 
our first week in school, you will become very familiar with at least 16 important works of non-
fiction.  Will these projects be a substitute for actually reading the books? Of course, not!  But if 
your classmates have done their jobs well, you may be inspired to go out and read many of 
these selections on your own.  (Don’t panic about the “sharing” part, by the way; it will be very 
comfortable and informal.) 

Everyone must read a different book, so, once you’ve made your selection from the list below, 
email me your top three choices.  If your top choice has already been chosen by someone else, 
then I’ll give you either your second or third choice.  Then, read your selected book and 
complete the assignment as it is described below.  Assignment due on August 10th. 

Please select three from the chart below and email me your selections ASAP. I have provided 
a brief synopsis of each book; however, you are encouraged to investigate your selections 
further in order to make a choice that is appropriate for you. 
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 Title Author Brief Synopsis Publication 
Date 

1. The Shallows: How the Internet Is 
Changing the Way We Think, Read 
and Remember 

Nicholas 
Carr 

Latest research 
showing that the Net is 
literally re-wiring our 
brains to produce only 
superficial 
understanding. 

2011 

2. In Cold Blood Truman 
Capote 

A classic non-fiction 
novel analyzing how a 
brutal 1959 murder of 
a family in Kansas was 
solved, prosecuted 
and sentenced before 
forensic testing. 
(Caution: may not be 
suitable for all readers) 

1966 

3. Hiroshima John 
Hersey 

Explores how six 
people survived the 
first atomic bomb and 
its aftermath. 

1989 

4. Outliers: The Story of Success Malcolm 
Gladwell 

What do successful 
people have that is 
different? 

2008 

5. Locking Up Our Own: Crime and 
Punishment in Black America 

James 
Former, Jr. 

The tough-on-crime 
measures that would 
lead to mass 
incarcerations in 
impoverished 
neighborhoods. 

2017 

6. Silent Spring Rachel 
Carson 

One of the first books--
a classic-- to take a 
stand on 
environmental 
poisoning of our planet 
through pesticides. 

1962 

7.  Eating Animals Jonathan 
Safran Foer 

Groundbreaking moral 
examination of 
vegetarianism, farming 
and the food we eat 
every day. 

2010 

8. Animal Liberation: Our New Ethics 
for Out Treatment of Animals 

Peter 
Singer 

The definitive classic 
of the fight for the 
rights of nonhumans. 

1975 

9. The Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks 

Rebecca 
Skloots 

Explores issues of 
race and medical 
ethics when a 
woman’s cells are 
used for 
experimentation. 

2010 



10. Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Dee Brown One of the first works 
to depict the 
systematic annihilation 
of Native Americans in 
the West. 

1970 

11.  American Chica: Two Worlds, One 
Childhood 

Marie 
Arana 

A memoir about the 
author’s struggle to be 
both American and 
Peruvian. 

2001 

12.  The Jungle Upton 
Sinclair 

Although Sinclair uses 
the genre of the novel 
as his vehicle, this 
scathing indictment of 
turn-of-the-century 
meat-packing plants in 
Chicago led to 
widespread social 
reform in the U.S. 

1906 

13.  Into Thin Air: A Personal Account 
of the Mount Everest Disaster 

Jon 
Krakauer 

Examination of the Mt. 
Everest climbing 
disaster which claimed 
eight lives. 

1999 

14.  Amazing Grace: The Lives of 
Children and the Conscience of a 
Nation 

Jonathan 
Krazol 

Classic work of 
growing up in the 
South Bronx, poorest 
neighborhood in the 
U.S. 

1995 

15.  Fast Food Nation Eric 
Schlosser 

Examines the fast food 
industry and its impact 
on globalization. 

2001 

16.  Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting 
by in America 

Barbara  
Ehrenreich 

Journalist goes 
undercover to 
investigate what it’s 
like to live on minimum 
wage in America. 
(Caution: profanity) 

2001 

17.  Black Hawk Down: A Story of 
Modern War 

Mark 
Bowden 

100 U.S. soldiers fight 
for their lives in what 
was supposed to be a 
simple operation in 
Somalia. 

1999 

18. Educated Tara 
Westover 

Memoir about a girl 
who overcomes her 
survivalist Mormon 
family’s refusal to send 
her to school. 

2018 

19. The Great Influenza: The Story of 
the Deadliest Pandemic in History 

John M. 
Barry 

Examination of the 
1918 pandemic and 
how the U.S handled 
it. 

2005 



20. The Right Stuff Tom Wolfe Examination of our 
space program in the 
early days and its 
courageous 
astronauts.  

1979 

21.  The Everglades: River of Grass Marjory 
Stoneman 
Douglas 

Remains an influential 
and relevant book on 
what is killing Florida’s 
Everglades and the 
resulting impact on the 
environment. 

1947 

22.  The Beauty Myth Naomi 
Wolf 

How ideas of what is 
considered “beautiful” 
oppress women. 

2002 

23. Columbine Dave 
Cullen 

Examination of the 
Columbine High 
School mass murder. 

2009 

24.  The Looming Tower: Al Qaeda and 
the Road to 9/11 

Lawrence 
Wright 

Examination of what 
led to 9/11. 

2006 

25. Blowout: Corrupted Democracy, 
Rogue State Russia, and the 
Richest, Most Destructive Industry 
on Earth 

Rachel 
Maddow 

Examination of the 
political and global 
implications of Big Oil. 

2019 

26.  The Beast in the Garden: The True 
Story of a Predator’s Deadly Return 
to Suburban America 

David 
Baron 

Mountain lions return 
to Boulder, Colorado 
causing a clash 
between the needs of 
its citizens and wildlife. 

2005 

27. Triangle: The Fire That Changed 
America 

David  
Von Drehle 

Examination of the 
1911 Triangle 
Shirtwaist Fire and its 
aftermath of social 
reform. 

2004 

28.  A Hope in the Unseen: An 
American Odyssey from the Inner 
City to the Ivy League 

Ron 
Suskind 

A young man’s journey 
from high school to 
college, overcoming 
poverty and racism. 

1998 

29. The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two 
Teenagers and the Crime That 
Changed Their Lives 

Dashka 
Slater 

One teen attacks 
another teen and is 
charged with a hate 
crime, changing both 
of their lives. 

2017 

30. Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the 
American City 

Matthew 
Desmond 

Examination of the 
economics and politics 
of evictions. 

2016 

 

 



Assignment: 
1. Read your chosen work with a critical eye.  Be thinking…what is the message?  But, 

what also may be missing from the argument? Annotate as you read.  (Buying your own 
copy will facilitate annotations, but some of these selections can be found in our own 
library.) 
 

2. Create a poster display (standard poster board size) with the following: 
• An eye-catching and dramatic overall title for your display that captures in a few 

words the gist of the book. (Be original.  Don’t just use the sub-title.) 
• Title of the book (and subtitle if appropriate), picture of the book and short bio 

of author that identifies at least two other works by the same author. 
• Summary in your own words, including the essential claims of the argument and 

the supporting evidence.  Be concise.  No “book jacket” summaries. 
• Five compelling quotes from the book and your analysis of each quote. (For 

instance, what is the significance of each quote?  What is the author trying to 
say? Why is the quote important to you?) Write the quotes verbatim, using 
quotation marks and giving page numbers. 

• The significance of the book to our society.  For instance, you might discuss why 
the issue is important.   If it is an older work, how have our lives been impacted 
by its ideas? Is the work still relevant?  And if it is a newer work, what do you 
believe the implications might be?  Please showcase your best critical thinking 
skills in this part. 

• Your own critique of the work.  For instance, what might the author’s bias be?  
No matter how “objective” a writer may try to be, his/her bias—or what we 
often call “author’s purpose”-- is usually clear.  What was compelling about the 
argument and what was inadequately researched or presented?  What did you 
learn?  What’s the big “take-away” in your opinion?  

• A picture or graphic that reflects some aspect of the book’s message or topic 
(doesn’t have to come from the book). 

• Formatting that is visually appealing.  All written information on the poster 
must be typed using a font and text size that will be appropriate for viewing a 
poster.  Your classmates will be viewing your display from close-up on a wall, so 
the text doesn’t have to be gigantic, but should be easy to read.  Arrange your 
information on the poster so that people will be drawn to it.  Please use 
excellent English. 

I look forward to receiving your AP Summer Assignments on August 10th!  Begin early so that 
you have plenty of time to read, analyze, write, proofread, rewrite and create a display that 
both educates and entertains.  Keep in contact with me over the summer, if needs be.  You will 
NEVER be bothering me, and I would love to answer all your questions. 


